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Leader lines in ITALICS; Congregation in BOLD  
Please stand (*) or kneel (†) with us if you are able 

 

 
CALL 

 

*Call to Worship: Isaiah 57:15-18, followed by… 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
He has given us new life and hope; He has raised Jesus from the dead. 
God has claimed us as his own. 
He has brought us out of darkness; He has made us light to the world. 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

*Greeting: Revelation 1:4-5, followed by… 
Peace be with you. 
And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of Approach: 

Almighty God, by the Passover of your Son you have brought us out of sin into 
righteousness and out of death into life. 
Grant to those who are sealed by your Holy Spirit the will and the power to proclaim 
you to all the world; through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

  
*SONG: Be Thou My Vision (Ancient, 8th c.; trans. Bryne, 1905) 
 
1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; naught be all else to me, save that thou art— 

Thou my best thought by day or by night, waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 
2 Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord; 

Thou my great Father, I thy true son; thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one. 
 
3 Be thou my battle shield, sword for my fight; be thou my dignity, thou my delight, 

Thou my soul’s shelter, thou my high tow’r: raise thou me heav’nward, O Pow’r of my pow’r. 
 
4 Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise, thou mine inheritance, now and always: 

Thou and thou only, first in my heart, High King of heaven, my treasure thou art. 
 
5 High King of heaven, my victory won, may I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heav’n’s Sun! 

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 
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CONFESSION 

  
Old Testament Reading: Psalm 1, followed by… 

Come, let us worship and bow down;  
Let us kneel before the LORD our Maker.  (Psalm 95:6) 

 
† Prayer of Confession: Silent prayer, followed by: 

Almighty God, we confess our divided loyalties and that we have worshiped other gods;  
Lord, have mercy!  

We have made gods in our own likeness and are enslaved by self-centredness; 
Lord, have mercy!  

We have used your Name trivially and claimed you for our prejudices;  
Lord, have mercy!  

We have neglected the Lord’s Day, and been obsessed with busyness;  
Lord, have mercy!  

We have ignored and despised authorities, and over-indulged the new generation;  
Lord, have mercy!  

We have taken the lives of the innocent, and cursed those made in your image;  
Christ, have mercy!  

We have distorted love and marriage and twisted your gift of sexuality;  
Christ, have mercy!  

We have exploited the poor and needy, and cunningly stolen by force of law;  
Christ, have mercy!  

We have twisted the truth in word and deed and violated our oaths and pledges;  
Christ, have mercy!  

We have preached greed as a virtue and have coveted our neighbours’ possessions;  
Christ, have mercy!  

Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,  
Have mercy upon us; forgive us and deliver us by your grace. Amen. 

 

*Assurance of Pardon: Isaiah 53:4-5, followed by (Sursum Corda)… 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right. 

 
*Sing (Sanctus): 

Holy, holy, holy; holy is the Lord. 
Holy, holy, holy; worshipped and adored. 
He without beginning, ageless and the same, 
Is and ever shall be, glory to his name. 
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*SONG: His Mercy is More (Getty/Papa/Boswell, 2016) 
 
1 What love could remember no wrongs we have done! 

Omniscient, all-knowing, He counts not their sum. 
Thrown into a sea without bottom or shore, 
Our sins they are many His mercy is more. 

 
2 What patience would wait as we constantly roam! 

What Father so tender is calling us home!  
He welcomes the weakest, the vilest, the poor. 
Our sins they are many His mercy is more. 
 

Refrain: Praise the Lord! His mercy is more!  
Stronger than darkness, new every morn, 
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more 

 
3 What riches of kindness He lavished on us! 

His blood was the payment, His life was the cost. 
We stood 'neath a debt we could never afford. 
Our sins they are many His mercy is more. [Refrain] 
 

 
CONSECRATION 

  
New Testament Reading: James 1:12-27 

  
Congregational Prayer, followed by… 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen.  
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*SONG: Your Holy Hill (Psalm 15; Killingsworth & Mentzel, 2017) 
  
Refrain O Lord, who may abide in Your tent? Who may dwell on Your holy hill?  

O Lord, who may abide in Your tent? Who may dwell on Your holy hill? 

 
1 He who walks with integrity; all his works are righteousness. 

Who speaks the truth deep within his heart, does not slander with his lips. 
[Refrain] 

 
2 He who loves all his neighbors well, does no wrong unto his friends, 

Who honors all those who fear the Lord, but the wicked he condemns. 
[Refrain] 
 

3 He who swears unto his own hurt, and who never takes a bribe;  
He’s honest in everything he does, never moves or turns aside. 
[Refrain 2X] 

 
Sermon: The Parable of the Soils (Mark 4:13-20) 
 
*Confession of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; 
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary; 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 
He descended into Hades; 
The third day He rose from the dead; 
He ascended into Heaven, and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
From thence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
The communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
The resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

COMMUNION 

  
*Communal Prayer (in lieu of the sacrament): 

Almighty God, who for our redemption gave your only begotten Son to the death of the 
cross, and by his glorious resurrection delivered us from the power of our enemy: 
Grant us so to die daily to sin, that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his 
resurrection; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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COMMISSION 

  
*SONG: My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less (Mote, 1834; Bradbury, 1863) 
 
1 My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness. 

I dare not trust the sweetest frame, but wholly trust in Jesus’ Name. 
 
Refrain: On Christ the solid Rock I stand, all other ground is sinking sand; 

All other ground is sinking sand. 
 
2 When darkness veils His lovely face, I rest on His unchanging grace. 

In every high and stormy gale, my anchor holds within the veil. 
[Refrain] 

 
3 His oath, His covenant, His blood support me in the whelming flood. 

When all around my soul gives way, He then is all my Hope and Stay. 
[Refrain] 

 
4 When He shall come with trumpet sound, oh may I then in Him be found. 

Dressed in His righteousness alone, faultless to stand before the throne. 
[Refrain] 

 

*Benediction: 
May God the Father,  
Who clothes the lilies of the field and feeds the birds of the air,  
Provide you with all you need for life in its fullness.  

Amen.  
May God the Son,  
Who fed the five thousand and turned water into wine,  
Feed us with his life and transform us in his love.  

Amen.  
May God the Holy Spirit,  
Who hovered over the waters of creation and formed the world from chaos,  
Form us in the likeness of Christ and renew the face of the earth.  

Amen.  
May the blessing of God Almighty – 
The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit – 
Be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen.  
 
 


