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Leader lines in ITALICS; Congregation in BOLD  
Please stand (*) or kneel (†) with us if you are able 

CALL 

 

*Call to Worship: Isaiah 60:1-3, followed by… 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
He has given us new life and hope; He has raised Jesus from the dead. 
God has claimed us as his own. 
He has brought us out of darkness; He has made us light to the world. 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

*Greeting: Revelation 1:4-5, followed by… 
Peace be with you. 
And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of Approach: 

Almighty God, by the Passover of your Son you have brought us out of sin into 
righteousness and out of death into life. 
Grant to those who are sealed by your Holy Spirit the will and the power to proclaim 
you to all the world; through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

  
*SONG: O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing (Wesley, 1739; Glaser, 1828) 
 
1 O for a thousand tongues to sing my great Redeemer's praise, 

The glories of my God and King, the triumphs of his grace! 
 
2 My gracious Master and my God, assist me to proclaim, 

To spread through all the earth abroad the honors of thy name. 
 
3 Jesus! the name that charms our fears, that bids our sorrows cease; 

'Tis music in the sinner's ears, 'tis life, and health, and peace. 
 
4 He breaks the power of reigning sin, he sets the prisoner free; 

His blood can make the foulest clean; his blood availed for me. 
 
5 He speaks, and listening to his voice, new life the dead receive; 

The mournful, broken hearts rejoice, the humble poor believe. 
 
6 Hear him, ye deaf; his praise, ye dumb, your loosened tongues employ; 

Ye blind, behold your Savior come, and leap, ye lame, for joy. 
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CONFESSION 

  
Old Testament Reading: Psalm 95:6-11, followed by… 

Come, let us worship and bow down;  
Let us kneel before the LORD our Maker.  (Psalm 95:6) 

 
† Prayer of Confession: Silent prayer, followed by: 

Almighty God, we confess our divided loyalties and that we have worshiped other gods;  
Lord, have mercy!  

We have made gods in our own likeness and are enslaved by self-centredness; 
Lord, have mercy!  

We have used your Name trivially and claimed you for our prejudices;  
Lord, have mercy!  

We have neglected the Lord’s Day, and been obsessed with busyness;  
Lord, have mercy!  

We have ignored and despised authorities, and over-indulged the new generation;  
Lord, have mercy!  

We have taken the lives of the innocent, and cursed those made in your image;  
Christ, have mercy!  

We have distorted love and marriage and twisted your gift of sexuality;  
Christ, have mercy!  

We have exploited the poor and needy, and cunningly stolen by force of law;  
Christ, have mercy!  

We have twisted the truth in word and deed and violated our oaths and pledges;  
Christ, have mercy!  

We have preached greed as a virtue and have coveted our neighbours’ possessions;  
Christ, have mercy!  

Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,  
Have mercy upon us; forgive us and deliver us by your grace. Amen. 

 

*Assurance of Pardon: Isaiah 53:4-5, followed by (Sursum Corda)… 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right. 

 
*Sing (Sanctus): 

Holy, holy, holy; holy is the Lord. 
Holy, holy, holy; worshipped and adored. 
He without beginning, ageless and the same, 
Is and ever shall be, glory to his name. 
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*SONG: Jesus, Lover of My Soul (Wesley, 1740; Parry 1879) 
 
1 Jesus, Lover of my soul, let me to thy bosom fly, 

While the nearer waters roll, while the tempest still is high: 
Hide me, O my Saviour, hide, till the storm of life is past; 
Safe into the haven guide, O receive my soul at last! 

 
2 Other refuge have I none, hangs my helpless soul on thee; 

Leave, ah! leave me not alone, still support and comfort me! 
All my trust on thee is stayed, all my help from thee I bring; 
Cover my defenseless head with the shadow of thy wing. 

 
3 Thou, O Christ, art all I want; more than all in thee I find: 

Raise the fallen, cheer the faint, heal the sick, and lead the blind. 
Just and holy is thy Name; I am all unrighteousness; 
False and full of sin I am, thou art full of truth and grace. 

 
4 Plenteous grace with thee is found, grace to cover all my sin; 

Let the healing streams abound; make and keep me pure within: 
Thou of life the Fountain art, freely let me take of thee; 
Spring thou up within my heart, rise to all eternity. 
 

 
CONSECRATION 

  
New Testament Reading: Colossians 3:12-4:6 

  
Congregational Prayer, followed by… 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen.  

  
*SONG: You Are My Shield (Psalm 3; Killingsworth & Mentzel, 2016) 
  
1 See how my foes increase, see them rising up against me; 

They rob my soul of peace, and say there is no help in God. 
 
Refrain: (But) You, O Lord, You are my shield, You lift my head; 

I’m as safe with You out on the field as in my bed; 
You keep my life concealed, You are my shield. 

  
2 I lifted up my voice and You answered from Your mountain; 

You made my soul rejoice, for yes, there is great help in God. [Refrain] 
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3 Rise up, O Lord, and fight; break their jaws, destroy the wicked. 

Show us Your power and might; none can save us, none but God. [Refrain]  
  
Final Refrain: You, O Lord, You are my shield, You lift my head; 

I’m as safe with You out on the field as in my bed; 
You keep my life concealed, 
My foes around me all will yield, 
I know the victory is sealed – You are my shield. 

 
Sermon: Use It or Lose It! (Mark 4:21-25) 
 
*Confession of Faith: The Nicene Creed (AD 325) 

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty,  
Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,  
Begotten of the Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light,  
Very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father; 
By whom all things were made; 
Who, for us men and for our salvation, came down from heaven, 
And was incarnate by the Holy Spirit, of the virgin Mary, and was made man; 
And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; He suffered and was buried; 
And the third day He rose again, according to the Scriptures; 
And ascended into Heaven, and sits at the right hand of the Father; 
And He shall come again, with glory, to judge both the living and the dead; 
Whose kingdom shall have no end. 
And we believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord, and Giver of Life, 
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son; 
Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified; 
Who spoke by the prophets. 
And we believe one holy catholic and apostolic Church; 
We acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; 
And we look for the resurrection of the dead, 
And the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 

COMMUNION 

  
*Communal Prayer (in lieu of the sacrament): 

Almighty God, who for our redemption gave your only begotten Son to the death of the 
cross, and by his glorious resurrection delivered us from the power of our enemy: 
Grant us so to die daily to sin, that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his 
resurrection; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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COMMISSION 

  
*SONG: Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Thy Word (Luther, 1541; Winkworth, 1863) 
 
1 Lord, keep us steadfast in Thy Word; curb those who fain by craft and sword 

Would wrest the kingdom from Thy Son and set at naught all he hath done. 
 
2 Lord Jesus Christ, Thy pow’r make known, for Thou art Lord of lords alone; 

Defend Thy Christendom, that we may evermore sing praise to Thee. 
 
3 O Comforter of priceless worth, send peace and unity on earth; 

Support us in our final strife, and lead us out of death to life. 
 
*Benediction: 

May God the Father,  
Who clothes the lilies of the field and feeds the birds of the air,  
Provide you with all you need for life in its fullness.  

Amen.  
May God the Son,  
Who fed the five thousand and turned water into wine,  
Feed us with his life and transform us in his love.  

Amen.  
May God the Holy Spirit,  
Who hovered over the waters of creation and formed the world from chaos,  
Form us in the likeness of Christ and renew the face of the earth.  

Amen.  
May the blessing of God Almighty – 
The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit – 
Be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen.  
 
 


